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ments are not yet at an end. The remainder of the work, 145 pp., is given to a 
description of the volcanic phenomena as far as they have been observed. He 
sums up his Conclusions in a short chapter, and there is a full index of names. 
The following table of active volcanoes may be reproduced here: 

African Mainland. 
Active : 

Kirunga tsha Namlagira (Congo Free State). 

Kirunga tsha Niragongo (Congo Free State). 

Teleki (British East Africa). 

Sugobo or Andrew (British East Africa). 
Intermittent: 

Donje Ngai (German East Africa). 

Orteale (Eritrea). 

Dubbi or Edd Volcano (Eritrea). 
Activity doubtful: 

Meru. 

Mongo ma Loba or Cameroon Mountain. (The Cameroons). 

Dofane (Abyssinia). 

African Islands. 
Active : 

Kartala (Great Comoro). 
Volcano of Reunion. 
Intermittent: 

Fogo (Cape Verde Islands). 
District of Montanas del Fuego (Lanzarote). 
District of Fuencaliente (Palma). 
District of Pico de Teyde (Teneriffe). 
District of Arafo (Teneriffe). 
A total of 17 volcanoes or volcanic districts. 

The Pulse of Asia. A Journey in Central Asia illustrating the 
Geographic Basis of History. By Ellsworth Huntington, xxi 

and 415 pp., 82 Illustrations from half-tones, 4 Maps, Appendix and Indexi. 
Houghton, Mifflin & Company, Boston, 1907. 

This is one of the best geographical works of the past year. The journey is 
used throughout to illustrate significant principles of geography. The book is a 
study of parts of Chinese Turkestan and neighbouring regions in Central Asia 
as illustrations of the relation between the inorganic physical facts of the earth, 
air and water on the one hand, and the organic facts of the vegetable, animal 
and human world on the other. 

The view that one of the leading provinces of geography is to show the rela- 
tions between the organic and the inorganic facts of nature has been held, in its 
essence, by geographers for many years. Carl Ritter emphasized the idea that 
geography should largely be a study of the inter-relations between man and his 
environment. The writings of some of the leading specialists of Europe, as Rat- 
zel, have been deeply influenced by this conception of geography. A Conspicuous 
example is the late Dr. Kirchhoff's Mensch und Erde. The inter-action between 
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geographical environment and the various forms of life was one of the favourite 
studies of this great geographer. Prof. W. M. Davis, especially in the past three 
or four years, has spread this view of geography and enlarged its applications in 
field work. His influence is bearing fruit. 

The many facts discovered by Mr. Huntington and other evidence which he 
discusses show that the present geography of Central Asia is due not to fixed 
physical conditions, but to changing conditions. His studies give scientific con- 
firmation to the surmise of historians that the climate of certain parts of Asia has 
been growing more arid. This tendency, however, has not always persisted dur- 
ing the Christian era, for there is evidence that in the Middle Ages there was a 
tendency towards greater rainfall. The author discovered, also, abundant evi- 
dence that the well-being of the inhabitants improved or deteriorated according 
as the climatic conditions were more or less favourable; and his investigations, 
during the years he spent in Asia, show that this parallelism between climatic* 
changes and history applies to an area stretching 3,000 miles east and west, from 
Turkey to China Proper. The fundamental idea of his book is that geography is 
the basis of history, and he seems fully to have demonstrated that this is the case 
in Central Asia. 

Mr. Huntington has so fully recorded the results of his work and the facts 
leading to his deductions in the publications of the Carnegie Institution and other 
scientific societies, that it is not important here even to outline what he did. It 
is preferred rather to speak briefly of some characteristics of his book and of his 
methods of treating life and its environment in their inter-relations. 

This book should have educational influence, because it is a good example of 
the best geographical exposition of the time. Some readers may be carried along 
by the entertaining character of the narrative, the striking facts unknown to most 
of the reading public, and the novel and interesting conclusions adduced from the 
array of evidence; but at the same time, consciously or unconsciously, they will 
get some grounding in the principles of scientific geography. 

We learn in these pages the facts that made nomads of the Kirghiz and that 
tied the Chantos of the plain below them to the soil. The Kirghiz of the Tian 
Shan plateau live for part of the year at the great height of 10,000 to 12,000 feet 
above the sea. Their sheep and cattle graze on the rich grasses of these uplands 
during the short summer; but before the winter snows set in the herds and flocks 
must be driven for many days down to the protected valleys and the Kirghiz 
herdsmen must change his residence at least twice a year. His family must go 
with him, for it is not safe to leave the women and children far away ; and the 
dwellings must be moved much oftener than twice a year, for the best pasturage 
is always close to the ever-shifting snow line, and when the best grass is eaten, 
the tents must follow the animals to the next grazing ground. 

Thus the geographical conditions compel nomadism, and Mr. Huntington de- 
scribes in detail the effect upon the inhabitants. Willow sticks and woollen cloth 
form the tents, for they must be so made as to be easily carried. The furnishings 
must also conform to the necessities of easy transportation. Utensils are of leather 
and wood, which will not break. The dress is adapted to the coolness and damp- 
ness of the climate. The author gives twenty-seven pages to a most interesting 
account of the influence of the high plateaus upon the lives and character of their 
inhabitants. 

Far below the plateau is the floor of the Lop basin, and the physical difference 
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between them has notable consequences in the very diverse human habits and 
character in the two regions. The environment of the Kirghiz "compels him to 
travel continually, and he becomes a self-reliant, hardy, adventurous nomad." On 
the other hand, the Chantos of the Lop basin are farmers, hemmed in by the abso- 
lute desert prevailing outside their narrow zone of vegetation. The Chanto's 
environment "limits him to one place, where patience and steady work bring suc- 
cess and where timidity is no special disadvantage." His modest needs are sup- 
plied by a few months' work and there is nothing "to tempt him out of his small 
oasis, nothing to waken him or arouse determined effort." He has no contact 
with the world outside his own oasis, and therefore fears whatever is new or 
strange. In winter he sits idle, with nothing to occupy his thoughts ; and eating 
and drinking and the pampering of his body become the chief things of life. 
After reading the chapters on the Chantos and their environment, it- does not 
seem surprising that they are submissive, self-indulgent and immoral creatures. 
They have their virtues, but none of these are of the higher, sterner type. 

The photographic illustrations are characteristic and superior, the coloured 
map is full of well-defined information, and the publishers have made a hand- 
some volume, worthy of its contents. 

Lecture des Cartes Russes. Indications Linguistiques, G6ograph- 
iques et Topographiques. Par le Capitaine P. Pollacchi. 

85 pp. R. Chapelot & Co., Paris, 1907. (Price, 6 fr.) 
This is the first of a series of small quarto volumes which Captain Pollacchi is 
preparing with the design of making maps in foreign languages easier to read. The 
second volume, soon to be issued, will treat of British and American maps. The 
present book gives a brief description of the most generally used Russian maps and 
the methods of representing on them the features of the earth's surface; also, the Rus- 
sian alphabet and its transcription in French; a list filling 56 pp. of terms, symbols, 
and abbreviations employed on Russian maps, with their meaning in French; a 
French transcription of Chinese names which the Russians write in their own char- 
acters; and tables for the conversion of Russian linear and other measures, weights, 
«tc. , into the metrical system. The information is very clearly presented, and map 
readers with this book may acquire facility in reading Russian maps. 

The Eastern Alps. Handbook for Travellers. By Karl Baedeker. 

xxvi and 573 pp., with 61 Maps, 10 Plans, 8 Panoramas, and Index. Eleventh 
Edition. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, 1907. (Price, M. 10.) 
Includes the Bavarian Highlands, Tyrol, Salzburg, Upper and Lower Austria, 
Styria, Carinthia, and Carniola. This is one of the handbooks that have been com- 
piled almost entirely from the personal, observations of the Editor, who has re- 
peatedly visited the Eastern Alps within the past few years. The panoramas give 
a remarkably clear idea of the mountain views from various points of observation. 

Egypt and the Sudan. By Karl Baedeker, clxxxiv and 437 pp., 24 

Maps, 76 Plans, and 57 Vignettes. 6th Edition. Karl Baedeker, Leipzig, 

1908. (Price, M. 15.) 

This hand-book is founded oh the combined work of several Egyptologists and 

other Oriental scholars. As a guide to the monuments of antiquity the contents are 

so arranged as to serve the need both of those who have little time to spare and those 

who are able to give a more leisurely study to these objects. The matter in larger 



